
Color/Shape Alphabet Words
insect, jug, kangaroo,  
lion, magnet, nest, ox,  

pepper, quarter

Letters Sign Language

Ii, Jj, Kk,  Ii, Jj, Kk,  
Ll, Mm, Nn, Ll, Mm, Nn, 
Oo, Pp, QqOo, Pp, Qq

Numbers

9-149-14

July 2026
NEWSLETTER

Themes
Pond Life
Grab your nets and rain boots 
and prepare to explore the 
pond! Discover animals, insects, 
and plant life that live in or 
near these small bodies of 
water. This theme will nurture 
children’s love for nature.

Interesting Insects
This theme invites children to 
be entomologists! A plethora 
of interesting insects will 
be covered in this theme. 
Children will learn about the 
characteristics of insects, where 
they live, what they eat, and 
how to be safe around them.

Outside Water Play
Enjoy outdoor water activities 
together. Visit a local splash 
pad or swimming pool. Set up a 
sprinkler in your backyard. Offer 
your child spray bottles filled with 
water and invite them to "draw" 
on pavement with the water. 

Bug Hunt
Go on a bug hunt! Search for 
insects and bugs outdoors with 
your child. Talk about the different 
creatures you see. Where do 
they live? What do they eat? How 
do they move? Challenge your 
child to demonstrate how several 
different types of bugs, such as 
ladybugs, bees, and ants, move.

My Project: Dainty Dragonfly
When I bring this project home, 
we can:
•	Notice the designs on the 

dragonfly's body.
•	Gently touch the wings and 

talk about their texture.
•	Look for dragonflies together 

outside.
My Project: Light-Up Jar
When I bring this project 
home, we can:
•	Count the fireflies.
•	Find a special place to 

display the project.
•	Talk about places where 

fireflies live.

LearningTM

AGES 3-5

Learn with Me!

Graphics are intended to show samples of projects.  
Materials may be substituted or used differently.
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Book List
The Bug Book

by Sue Fliess

The Fly
by Petr Horacek

Little Beaver and the Echo
by Amy MacDonald

Not a Bean
by Claudia Guadalupe Martinez

Over and Under the Pond
by Kate Messner

Bugs Don't Hug
by Heather L. Montgomery

Welcome to the Pond
by Ruth Owen

All Around the Pond
by Joni Prew

Recipe
Raspberry Fruit Leather

12 oz. pkg. frozen raspberries (thawed) 
1 cup honey OR pure maple syrup 
1 tsp. lemon juice 

Preheat your oven to 
170°F. Prepare two baking 
sheets by lining them with 
parchment paper. 
Add all ingredients to a 
blender and puree until 
smooth (adult only). Divide 
the mixture between the two sheet pans. 
Invite your child to help spread the puree 
evenly in the pans using spatulas. Talk about 
the color and texture of the puree. 
Bake for about three hours, until the mixture 
is no longer wet, but still feels slightly tacky. 
Rotate the pans hourly to ensure even baking.
Cool pans to room temperature. Your child 
can help tear the fruit leather into smaller 
pieces before enjoying as a snack.

Songs & Rhymes
I Had a Little Turtle
I had a little turtle;
His name was Tiny Tim.
I put him in the bathtub,
To see if he could swim.
He drank up all the water;
He ate up all the soap.
And now he’s sick in bed,
With bubbles in his throat! (Hiccup!)

Here Is the Beehive
Here is the beehive, but where are the bees?

(Hold up fist.)
Hidden away where nobody sees.

(Move other hand around fist.)
Watch and you’ll see them come out of the hive.

(Bend head close to fist.)
One, two, three, four, five!

(Hold up fingers one at a time.)
Buzz…buzz…buzz…buzz…buzz.
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